REQUIREMENTS TO RUN FOR OFFICE
To run for office in a general law city in Texas, you must, among other
requirements:
• be a citizen of the United States;
• be at least 18 years old on the date of the election; and
• have lived in the State of Texas for at least 12 consecutive months prior to the filing date for the election,
and in your city or ward for at least 6 months prior to the filing date for the election.
Certain offices and certain city types have additional requirements in state law, so you should be sure to
check with both the city and the Texas Secretary of State’s office to ensure that you are eligible. A home
rule city may set different requirements in its charter. Please refer to Section 141.001 “Eligibility
Requirements for Public Office,” of the Texas Election Code on the next page.

FILING FOR A PLACE ON THE BALLOT
To run for city office, you must file an application with the city clerk or secretary. The application includes
information required by the Texas Election Code and must be filed according to deadlines set by that code. A
candidate may either file for a place on the ballot or as a write-in candidate, but an application must be filed in
either case can inform you of the rules and deadlines.

TEXAS ETHICS COMMISSION
CAMPAIGN FINANCE FILINGS
State law requires the filing of various forms by a candidate for city office. All candidates for city offices must file
an “Appointment of a Campaign Treasurer by a Candidate” form with the city secretary before beginning their
campaigns. Candidates who do not intend to accept more than $500 in political contributions or make more than
$500 in political expenditures may file a modified reporting declaration and operate under modified reporting.
Under modified reporting, the candidate is not required to file any further forms beyond the final report, which is
filed at the end of the campaign. Semiannual reports may still be required in some cases.

FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS
Candidates who intend to accept more than $500 in political contributions or make more than $500 in political
expenditures, or who exceed that amount even after filing for modified reporting, must file under regular
reporting requirements. Reports due under these requirements must be submitted by January 15 and July 15 of
each year. The reports filed on these dates are known as semiannual reports. An opposed candidate in an
upcoming city election who is using regular reporting must file reports of contributions and expenditures 30 days
and 8 days before the election. A candidate in a runoff must file a report 8 days before the runoff election.
Candidates filing under regular reporting are also required to file a final report at the end of the campaign.
Detailed information on filing is available on the Texas Ethics Commission’s Web site at www.ethics.state.tx.us.

